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dark, melancholy face, or in the cavernous eyes
shining with a dull light. This all vanished when
he began to speak, and, as he poured forth his
strong, weighty sentences, there was no lack of
expression or of movement, But Mr. Webster,
despite his capacity for work, and his protracted
and often intense labor, was constitutionally indo-
lent, and this sluggishness of temperament in-
creased very much as he grew older. It extended
from the periods of repose to those of action until,
in his later years, a direct stimulus was needed to
make him exert himself. Even to the last the
mighty power was still there in undiminished
strength, but it was not willingly put forth.
Sometimes the outside impulse would not come;
sometimes the most trivial incident would suffice,
and like a spark on the train of gunpowder would
bring a sudden burst of eloquence, electrifying all
who listened. On one occasion he was arguing a
case to the jury. He was talking in his heaviest
and most ponderous fashion, and with half-closed
eyes. The court and the jurymen were nearly
asleep as Mr. Webster argued on, stating the law
quite wrongly to his nodding listeners. The coun-
sel on the other side interrupted him arid called
the attention of the court to Mr. Webster's pres-
entation of the law. The judge, thus awakened,
explained to the jury that the law was not as Mr,
Webster stated it. While this colloquy was in prog-
tess Mr. Webster roused up, pushed back his thick